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To,
The Vice-Chancellors,
All Universities in Maharashtra

Subject: Strengthening HIV/AIDS Awareness and Red Ribbon Club
Activities in Higher Education Institutions

Greetings from Maharashtra State AIDS Control Society
(MSACS)...!1lI!

Respected Sir/Madam,

The University Grants Commission (UGC), in collaboration
with the National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO), Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare, Government of India, is actively strengthening HIV
prevention and control initiatives across Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs).

Pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
between UGC and NACO in 2013, more than 14,925 Red Ribbon Clubs
(RRCs) have been established across colleges in India to promote HIV/AIDS
awareness, healthy lifestyles, and voluntary blood donation among youth.

In continuation of these efforts, all Higher Education Institutions are
requested to undertake the following actions:

1. Organize and promote HIV/AIDS awareness activities in colleges,
technical institutions, and universities.

2. Appoint a Complaints Officer in educational institutions and
establishments in accordance with the HIV and AIDS Policy for
Establishments, 2022.

3. Establish Red Ribbon Clubs (RRCs) in all Higher Education
Institutions, including private colleges and universities, where such
clubs have not yet been constituted.



These measures are essential for achieving the Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) of ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030. You are
requested to disseminate this information among all affiliated colleges and
institutions under your jurisdiction and ensure necessary action at the
earliest.

For any queries or clarifications, please contact:

Mr. Anurag Kulkarni

Assistant Director (Youth Affairs)

Maharashtra State AIDS Control Society (MSACS)
Mobile: 9960639933

Email: adyouth@mahasacs.org

We look forward to your continued support and cooperation in this
important public health initiative.

Thanks and Regards

Mr. Anurag Kulkarni

Assistant Director (Youth Affairs)

Maharashtra State AIDS Control Society,

MoHFW Govt.of Maharashtra

Wadala (W), Mumbai- 400 031.

Landline No.022-24113097 Ext.221

For queries on HIV/AIDS dial: 1097 (24/7,toll free number)
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Subject: Strengthening collaboration for HIV prevention and control initiatives-reg.
i FREATARIET,

As you are aware, the Government of India is taking various initiative towards HIV prevention and
control initiatives. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on 6" August 2013 between
the Department of Higher Education and the National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO), Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, to promote HIV/AIDS awareness and voluntary blood donation through Red
Ribbon Clubs (RRCs) in educational institutions. The initiative supports HIV/AIDS prevention activities

in state educational institutions, including private universities, with technical assistance from the
respective State AIDS Control Societies (SACS).

At present, over, 14,925 RRCs are functional in colleges across the country, reflecting the strength of
this collaboration.

Building on this progress, the continued cooperation is solicited for further strengthening and scaling
up programme activities. A communication addressed to Ministry of Education by National AIDS
Control Organization, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Department of Health & Family Welfare is
enclosed.

In this regard, all Higher Education Institutions are requested to take the following actions:

1. Inclusion of HIV/AIDS awareness and related activities in colleges, technical institutions and
universities;

2. Appointment of a Complaints Officer in educational institutions and establishments, in accordance
with the HIV and AIDS Policy for Establishments, 2022; and

3. Establishment of Red Ribbon Clubs in all Higher Education Institutions including private colleges
and universities.

HEls are also requested to disseminate the information widely for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) of ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030.
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